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Tidal deformations observed at the
Vyhne tidal station

L. Brimich
Geophysical Institute of the Slovak Academy of Sciences1

A b s t r a c t : In the paper the results of the extensometric measurements obtained by
two different methods are presented. From the comparison of the different time series of
extensometric data, we can conclude that the observed amplitudes and phase differences
of the main tidal waves are at the Vyhne tidal station extraordinary stable.
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1. Introduction

Investigation of the Earth crust deformation is of great interest for study-
ing recent global and geodynamical processes. For this reason a quartz tube
extensometer was installed at the tidal station of the Geophysical Institute
of Slovak Academy of Sciences in Vyhne. High precision 10−9 – 10−11 ex-
tensometric (strain) data have been used recently to study the local tectonic
condition. In this paper the results of the analysis of the measurements of
the tidal deformations at the tidal station in Vyhne obtained by two diffe-
rent methods are compared. The results of the observations at the stations
equipped with such instruments are strongly influenced by local effects, e.g.
topography effect, cavity effect (see Kohút and Kostecký, 1995). The inter-
pretation of the data from the network of such stations is difficult because
each single site equipped with extensometer is differently disturbed by local
effects. Nevertheless successful experiments were made to use extensomet-
ric data for tectonic purposes in connection with seismicity in active areas
(Latynina and Karmaleva, 1978). In Varga et al. (1993) and Varga and
Varga (1994) the investigation of the regional activity with quartz tube
extensometers was realized.
1 Dúbravská cesta 9, 845 28 Bratislava, Slovak Republic; e-mail: geofbrim@savba.sk
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Fig. 1. Tidal station in Vyhne. Geologic and tectonic situation in the Anton Paduánsky
gallery (Brimich, 1988): 1 – granite zone with mylonites and quartz; 2 – dacite (Neogene);
3 – ancient zone in granite; 4 – granite (Vyhne ancient granite – Palaeozoic); 5 – fault; 6
– fault with its slope; 7 – location of instruments (a – tiltmeter chamber, b – recording
instrument chamber, c – extensometer); 8 – walled-up areas; 9 – entrance to gallery.

2. Description of the station

The Vyhne tidal station is located in Central Slovakia in the cadastre
of the village of Vyhne (about 10 km from Banská Štiavnica) in the St.
Anthony of Padua gallery (Brimich, 1988; Brimich and Latynina, 1989;
Dudášová, 1998). Its geographic coordinates are: ϕ = 48◦29′52′′ (latitude);
λ = 18◦49′48′′ (longitude) and h = 420 m (height). The relative humidity
in the gallery is 80% and air temperature 6.8◦C. The seasonal changes of
the air temperature between summer and winter at the location, where the
extensometer is installed, protected by a polystyrene cover, are ±0.04◦C.
The relative depth of the extensometer location is 50 m. In Fig. 1 the
scheme of the tidal station in Vyhne is presented.

The deformations of the Earth’s crust at the Vyhne tidal station are
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recorded by a rod extensometer manufactured in the Institute of Physics of
the Earth in Moscow. The overall length of the instrument is 20.5, the rod
of the extensometer is assembled of three-metre quartz pipes with an exter-
nal diameter of 40 mm and wall thickness of 3 mm. The separate pipes were
joined by epoxy cement. The joints were strengthened by invar sleeves. The
rod is supported by suspensions spaced at 2.5 m. The whole instrument is
covered by polystyrene. The extensometer is cutting across the line of one
of local faults. The azimuth of the quartz rod is 55◦27′57′′. The relative
motion of the free end of the rod is recorded directly optically, photoelectri-
cally and by capacitive transducer. The capacitive transducer was installed
in June 1998 in collaboration with Geodetic and Geophysical Research In-
stitute of Hungarian Academy of Sciences. The capacitive transducer is a
differential condenser, which is connected in a capacitive bridge, the output
signal of which is amplified by a carrier-frequency amplifier (Mentes, 1998).
The output signal of this amplifier could be both analogous and digitally
recorded. The more precise description of the capacitive transducer used
at the Vyhne tidal station is in Mentes (1986; 1995). Datalogger CR10X
produced by Cambell Scientific, inc. in Great Britain is used for the digital
recording of the extensometric signal. The CR10X makes voltage measure-
ments by integrating the input signal for a fixed time and then holding the
integrated value for the analogy to digital conversion. The normal environ-
mental variables of concern are temperature and moisture. The standard
CR10X is designed to operate reliably from −25◦C to +50◦C.

3. The results of the analysis of the extensometric measure-
ments

In this chapter the results of the tidal analysis using two different me-
thods are presented.

The first one is the Venedikov’s method M74. The results of the analysis
of the extensometric measurements at the Vyhne tidal station obtained by
this method are given in Tab. 1.
In the first column of Tab. 1, wave groups and their Darwin’s symbols
are given. In the second column, the number of the waves in each group
of tidal waves is considered. In the third and fourth columns, there are
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Tab. 1. Results of the analysis of the extensometric measurements obtained by Venedi-
kov’s method M74

the amplitudes and phases of corresponding tidal waves. The analysis was
performed using the old values of the sensitivity of the extensometer. In the
fifth and sixth columns, the tidal characteristics obtained from the analysis
using the new values of the sensitivity of the instrument are given. The
differences in the amplitudes of the tidal waves (the third and fifth columns)
are greater than estimated mean square errors except for the small wave M3.
The differences between the observed tidal parameters and their theoreti-
cal values could be caused by the influences of the indirect effects of the
ocean tides, regional inhomogeneities, local structure, topographic or cavity
effects. Increasing of the tidal deformations could be caused also by the
deflection of the instrument’s axis from the axis of the gallery. The angle
of this deflection is difficult to determine because the gallery has a curved
axis.

The second one is the analysis of the tidal deformations. It is performed
using the program ETERNA. The measurements registered by capacitive
transducer in the period between July 4, 2001 and February 11, 2002 were
analysed. The results are given in Tabs 2-5. The amplitudes of the tidal
waves computed from the data of various periods, using different methods
of the analysis and obtained from different recording systems differ by 10%.
This differences are caused by the systematic errors in the determination
of the scale coefficient of the optical and photoelectric recording systems.
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Tab. 2. Results of the analysis of the extensometric measurements obtained by the pro-
gramme ETERNA (Chojnicki’s method)
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Tab. 3. Results of the analysis of the extensometric measurements obtained by the pro-
gramme ETERNA (Chojnicki’s method)
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Tab. 4. Results of the analysis of the extensometric measurements obtained by the pro-
gramme ETERNA (Chojnicki’s method)
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Tab. 5. Results of the analysis of the extensometric measurements obtained by the pro-
gramme ETERNA (Chojnicki’s method)
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The differences between the observed tidal parameters and their theoret-
ical values could by caused by the influence of the indirect effects of the
ocean tides, regional inhomogeneities, local structure, topographic or cavity
effects. In the first line of Tab. 2 the theoretical amplitudes and the phase
differences of the waves M2 and O1 for the elastic spheric symmetrical Earth
are given. B. P. Percev and M. V. Ivanova computed the tensor of the sur-
face deformations at the tidal station Vyhne caused by the ocean tides. In
the second line of Tab. 2 corrected values of the tidal parameters are given
considering the indirect effects of the ocean tides. In the third line of Tab. 2
the amplitudes and the phases of the tidal waves M2 and O1 are given cor-
rected for topographic effect. Preliminary estimation of the influence of the
topographic effect was made by Harrison’s model for a V-shaped valley with
tides sloping at 24◦ (Harrison, 1976).

4. Conclusions

The tidal deformations are characterized by small positive anomalies,
which can be explained by a high mobility of the region surrounding the
Vyhne tidal station. From the comparison of the different time series of ex-
tensometric data, we can conclude that the observed amplitudes and phase
differences of the main tidal waves are extraordinary stable. The influ-
ences of the local effects (cavity effect, topography effect and geologic effect)
can contribute to the changes of the amplitudes and phase of tidal waves
(Kostecký and Kohút, 1998), too.
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