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Abs t r a c t : Currently, surface ozone is the most serious regional problem of air pollu-

tion over Europe. Therefore European countries have paid fair attention to this harmful

pollutant. Governments support surface ozone monitoring programmes and implement

measures to control the emissions of ozone precursors. The World Health Organization

(WHO) recommends a new indicator for the health impact assessment - SOMO 35 (the

Sum of Ozone Means Over 35 ppb). The calculated exposures of the SOMO 35 at Slovak

ozone monitoring stations during the period 1992–2005 are presented in this paper. SOMO

35 values in Slovakia range considerably (from 0 to 9536 ppb.days). The lowest ozone

exposures are at typical urban stations, higher at suburban and rural stations. Maximal

ozone loads are at mountain peak stations. The highest contributions to yearly sum of

SOMO 35 are from April to August. SOMO 35 has considerable inter-annual variability

(like ozone concentrations and other indices) caused by the variation of meteorological

conditions. The highest ozone exposures appeared in 2003 at most of the stations.
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1. Introduction

Ozone is only a trace gas in the atmosphere, but it plays an important
role. Ozone absorbs a large part of the UV radiation. The terrestrial life
would not come into existence without it. Ozone has also the important
position in tropospheric photochemistry, it is the significant oxidant and
it is the primary source of hydroxyl radical (OH), which is responsible for
the removal of many air pollutants (Závodský, 2001). Moreover, it is an
effective greenhouse gas.
The most of atmospheric ozone is present in the stratosphere (more than
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90%). In the troposphere there is only less than 10%. The maximal ozone
concentrations are in the layer at altitudes between 20 and 25 km. From
this layer ozone penetrates the tropopause and the troposphere, and then
reaches the surface, where it is destructed. This mechanism prevailed in the
past when the stratosphere was the main source of ozone in the troposphere.
At present the significant source of ozone is its photochemical production
in the troposphere.
In the mid 1940s the episodes with high concentrations of surface ozone

occurred for the first time in Los Angeles. This phenomenon was later
named as the photochemical smog and it was thought to be a local problem
of the air pollution only. But nowadays this problem attains more than a
regional character. On the basis of historical measurements it was found
that ozone concentrations in many areas of the northern hemisphere have
more than doubled over the last hundred years.
The present high surface ozone concentrations are caused by the elevated

tropospheric ozone production. Photochemical processes produce ozone in
the troposphere from nitrogen oxides (NOX), volatile organic compounds
(VOC) and carbon monoxide (CO). Natural processes in soil and vegeta-
tion emit these compounds. But the large emissions of these gases have
the origin in combustion as well, especially by motor vehicles and industrial
processes.
Ozone is a harmful air pollutant. The high concentrations of surface

ozone have injurious effects on the health of humans, animals and vege-
tation (Baird, 1999). This pollutant is one of the most significant stress
factors for the vegetation. Its long-term effects on agricultural crops are
expressed by reduction in crop yields. Ozone also harms and reduces the
lifetime of various materials.
Therefore the tropospheric ozone is an internationally important pollu-

tant. For these reasons national governments of Europe, taking into account
obligations resulting from the UN ECE Convention on long-range trans-
boundary air pollution, support the surface ozone monitoring programmes,
as well as implement measures to control the emissions of ozone precursors.
Among first measures was, for example, restriction of the automobile trans-
port in cities affected by photochemical smog and implementing three-way
catalytic converters in vehicles. Primary (for protection of human health)
and secondary (environmental limits) imission limits were implemented as
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well.
The exposure index AOT 60 (Accumulated amount of Ozone over the

Threshold value of 60 ppb) was used to evaluate the long-term effect of the
surface ozone on human health. At present the World Health Organization
recommends a new indicator for the health impact assessment - the SOMO
35 (the Sum of Ozone Means Over 35 ppb). It is defined as the yearly sum
of the daily maximum of the 8-hour running average over 35 ppb. For each
day the maximum of the running 8-hours average for O3 is selected and the
values over 35 ppb are summed over the whole year. The corresponding
unit is ppb.days.
The exposure indices AOT 40 and AOT 60 in Slovakia were mapped in

several phases (Závodská et al., 1998, Kremler, 1999).

2. Material and methods

The continuous surface ozone monitoring in Slovakia started in 1992
when the Slovak Hydrometeorological Institute (SHMI) established a real
time air pollution monitoring system of the Slovak Republic. The ozone
analyzers Thermoelectron, MLU and Horriba are used. They operate on

Fig. 1. Distribution of ozone monitoring stations operated by SHMI in Slovakia in 2004.

307



Kremler M.: SOMO 35 at Slovak ozone monitoring stations . . . (305–316)

the principle of UV absorption. Their detection limit is 1 ppb. The na-
tional secondary ozone calibration standard was installed in Slovakia in
1994. Intercomparisons with the Czech primary ozone standard are regu-
larly organized.
The quality of the ozone data was not adequate especially in first years

of measurements. On some stations the various gaps in the ozone data as to
duration occurred due to breakdowns of the analyzers, pumps and problems
with air-conditioning. This disadvantageous state was caused by budgetary
troubles of the Slovak Hydrometeorological Institute.
Besides SHMI stations in this study data from stations operated by the

Forest Research Institute and Research Centre of the Tatra National Park
were used. In Table 1 there are altitude and availability of data on the Slo-
vak ozone monitoring stations. Distribution of stations (operated by SHMI)
in Slovakia is shown in Fig. 1.
Measured ozone data in the electronic database of SHMI are in µg.m−3.

At first all mean 1-hour ozone concentrations had to be converted into ppb.
Then running 8-hour means were calculated. On the basis of these means
ozone exposures SOMO 35 were computed.

3. Results and discussion

The calculated values of SOMO 35 at the Slovak ozone monitoring sta-
tions are given in Table 2. They range considerably from 0 to 9536 ppb.days.
Zero values occur in two cases in the year 1993 (urban stations Bratislava
Trnavské Mýto and Ružomberok Sihot’). On the other hand, the maximal
SOMO 35 was reached at the peak mountain station Lomnický št́ıt in 2003.
At the most stations the whole period maximum of SOMO 35 occurs in this
year. The calculated values of the ozone exposure are slightly higher in 2003
and slightly lower in 2000 in comparison with values (model calculations)
from the EMEP map of the SOMO 35 (Klein et al., 2004; and http://
ec.europa.eu/governance/impact/docs/ia 2005 2/SEC 2005 1133 1 EN

.pdf, http://www.iiasa.ac.at/rains/CAFE files/CAFE-baseline-full

.pdf, http://www.iis.niva.no/ICP-waters/Vedlegg/1%20Heinz%20
Gregor%2024%20WGE comp.pdf).
Fig. 2 shows the relation between the mean values of SOMO 35 from the
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Table 1. Altitude and percentage of available 1-hour ozone concentration averages at
Slovak stations (BA means Bratislava, BB Banská Bystrica and KE Košice)
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period 2001 - 2005 and altitude of the stations. On the basis of points (rep-
resenting the station position) we can divide stations into several groups
or clusters. Mountain stations situated in the High Tatras with altitude
above 1000 m (Lomnický št́ıt, Solisko, Štrbské Pleso, Štart, and Smokovec)
together with Chopok and Predná Pol’ana form the first cluster. SOMO 35
increases linearly with altitude of these stations (values range from 2423 to
7222 ppb.d).
Southerly-located mountain stations (Koǰsovská hol’a and Hukavský grúň)

belong to the second cluster. They have higher values of ozone load (4967
and 4540 ppb.d) than stations from the first group at the same altitude. Sta-
tion Predná Pol’ana (from the first cluster) is situated very close to station
Hukavský grúň and its altitude is higher. In spite of this, Predná Pol’ana
has a lower value of SOMO 35 (3462 ppb.d). It can be explained by the
fact that the average on this station was calculated only on the basis of two
years (2004 and 2005) and fair-sized data gaps (mainly in 2004).
Next cluster consist of 2 EMEP background stations (Stará Lesná, Liesek)

and Poprad Gánovce, which have similar values of SOMO 35 (2655 – 2825
ppb.d) like the lowest stations from the first group, but they are in lower
altitude.
The fourth cluster is very compact (values: 2869–3238 ppb.d). It con-

sists of 8 stations: 2 EMEP background stations (Topol’ńıky and Starina),
Humenné, Jeľsava, Žiar nad Hronom, Bratislava Koliba, Hnúšt’a and Košice
Podhradová. The linear increase of SOMO 35 with altitude in this cluster
is faster than at the High Tatras stations.
Typical urban stations (Ružomberok Riadok, Vel’ká Ida, Martin, Prie-

vidza, Žilina, Prešov, Banská Bystrica, and Bratislava-Petržalka) can be
assigned to the fifth cluster. Values of the ozone load vary in wide range
(from 1229 to 2739 ppb.d) in this group and they are not dependent on al-
titude. Surface ozone concentrations at urban stations are lower due to the
reaction of O3 with NO, which comes from vehicle emissions. An extreme
case is station Bratislava-Trnavské Mýto, where values of SOMO 35 were
162 in 1992 and 0 ppb.d in 1993. This station was unfavorably located near
frequent crossing and influenced by high fresh emissions from transport.
Therefore measurements on this station were terminated after 2 years.
The layout of stations in Fig. 2 is partly similar to the position of points

representing the mean ozone concentrations dependence on the altitude,
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which can be found in the paper by Bičárová et al. (2005).
In Table 3 there are mean contributions of the individual months to

yearly sum of SOMO 35. Annual course of these contributions for selected
Slovak stations can be seen in Fig. 3. The highest monthly sums of maxi-
mal daily running 8-hour means are at mountain stations, where these sums
are higher than 0 ppb.days in the whole year. At the remaining stations
the monthly values of SOMO 35 are equal or close to zero from November
to January. High values occur at stations in the summer period (maximal
values in the yearly course mainly in April/May and in August).
The SOMO 35 values have considerable interannual variability (see Fig. 4).

It is caused by meteorological conditions in particular. It is interesting that
values at all three stations in Fig. 4 are considerably diverse before the year
2002, and after this year they are quite near to each other. At the stations
Banská Bystrica and Bratislava-Petržalka there is a small increasing trend,
fractionally due to worse data in the first years of ozone measurements.
Data gaps in summer season can significantly lower the final yearly sum of
SOMO 35.

Fig. 2. Relation between the mean values of SOMO 35 from the period 2001–2005 and
altitude of the Slovak ozone monitoring stations.
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Table 2. SOMO 35 values in ppb.days at Slovak ozone monitoring stations. Maxima are
marked by bold font
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Table 3. Share of individual months on yearly sum of SOMO 35 in ppb.days at Slovak
ozone monitoring stations
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Fig. 3. Annual course of month shares on yearly sum of SOMO 35 at selected Slovak
ozone monitoring stations.

4. Conclusion

The long-term influence of the surface ozone concentrations on human
health is evaluated on the basis of SOMO 35 values. In this study the ex-
posure index SOMO 35 at Slovak ozone monitoring stations is calculated
and analyzed for the period 1992–2005.
The SOMO 35 values in Slovakia range noticeably (from 0 to 9536

ppb.days). The lowest ozone exposures are at typical urban stations (in
town centers and localities near crossing and roads with dense transport).
The values increase toward the outskirts of towns and rural country (sub-
urban and rural stations). The mean ozone load at EMEP background
stations is about 3000 ppb.d. The highest exposure indices are in moun-
tains (peak stations).
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Fig. 4. Course of SOMO 35 during the period 1992 – 2005 at 3 selected Slovak ozone
monitoring stations.

Besides urban stations SOMO 35 raises with increasing altitude of sta-
tions. However, this increase with altitude is not for the whole Slovakia
(stations can be divided into 5 clusters).
The highest contributions to the yearly sum of SOMO 35 are from April

to August. At the most of stations these contributions are equal or close to
0 ppb.days in winter months (mountain stations represent the exception).
The SOMO 35 has considerable interannual variability (like ozone con-

centrations and other indices) caused by the variation of meteorological
conditions. The highest ozone exposures appear in 2003 at most of the
stations.
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